
Affinity Bio Partners and Affinity BioCeuticals’ are very proud to 

facilitate the 1st Annual Clinical Research Industry Leaders 

Conference for Medical Cannabis Clinical Research. This 

Symposium is designed to promote Medical Cannabis Education 

and empower medical professionals to step out of the “Green 

Closet” and step into Medical Cannabis Clinical Research. 

This unique event is specifically designed for our industry. You will 

have the opportunity to learn from and network with industry 

leaders in: 

• Clinical Research Organizations 

• Technology Service Providers 

• Academic Universities 

• Patient Advocacy firms 

• Biotech Organizations 

• Patients 

• Athletes 

• Listen to and participate about scientific development 

challenges 

• Legal hurdles for the industry 

• Improving patient access and outcomes 

• Examine the therapeutic areas where medical cannabis-

based treatments would be appropriate 

Be better informed about “all things” Medical Cannabis. 
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Agenda 

Overcome Hurdles to Produce 

Consistent and Impactful Medical 

Cannabis-Based Therapies 

 

7:30 -7:55    Conference 

Registration and Continental 

Breakfast 

8:00        Chairwomen’s Welcome and 

Opening Remarks 

Christina DiArcangelo Puller, CEO, Affinity 

Bio Partners, Affinity BioCeuticals 

8:15 The Importance of Medical Cannabis 

and Hemp Clinical Trials with GCP 

Adherence 

Christina DiArcangelo Puller, CEO, Affinity 

Bio Partners, Affinity BioCeuticals 

Jack Minster, Vice President, Sales, DSG 

9:15 Evidence-based analgesia in 

postsurgical dental pain  

Elliot V. Hersh, DMD, MS, PhD, Professor of 

Pharmacology, University of Pennsylvania 

 

  

About our Speakers 

    Christina DiArcangelo Puller 

 
 

Christina DiArcangelo Puller, Conference Chairwomen, CEO and 

Founder, Affinity Bio Partners, Affinity BioCeuticals and Affinity Patient 

Advocacy.   Christina has forged a world-class reputation in the 

Biotechnology and Pharmaceutical industry for the past 20 years.  Her 

engagements have led to numerous awards, keynote speaking 

engagements and the ultimate respect of her industry peers.  Christina 

has managed several studies in the following therapeutic areas: 

Aesthetics, Plastics population includes Medicine, Pain Management, 

Oncology, Infectious Diseases, Endocrinology/Metabolic Diseases, 

Respiratory/Allergy/Pulmonary, Gastroenterology and Women’s 

Health. Through the course of Christina’s career, she has acted in 

various capacities for Global Clinical Research Organizations, 

Pharmaceutical Companies and Biotechnology Companies.  Christina’s 

professional success and drive as the founder and CEO of Affinity family 

organizations has been facilitated by her unwavering strength as a 

skilled negotiator, strategic advisor, visionary entrepreneur, skilled 

financial expert and her ability to success to navigate the 

pharmaceutical industry with unparalleled success.  

 

Jack Minster 

 
 

Vice President, Sales, Jack Minster joined DSG in 

1999 as Vice President of sales to lead DSG’s 

growing business development operations. Jack 

earned a B.S. in business administration from 

Villanova University in 1990, graduating with 

honors. He continues to serve clients best by 

deeply understanding each team’s unique 

business requirements and exceeding 

expectations through DSG’s suite of technology 

solutions and services. 

 

  

  



Agenda  

Overcome Hurdles to Produce 

Consistent and Impactful Medical 

Cannabis-Based Therapies 

10:00  Advances in TransNasal, TransDermal 

and TransOral Nanoparticle Cannabinoid 

Delivery Systems  

Dr. Richard C. Kaufman, CSO, NanoSphere 

Health Sciences  

10:45 Privacy Compliance in the Cannabis 

Industry 

Joseph T. Kelley, III, Esq., Offit Kurman  

11:15 Opioid Epidemic and the Future of      

Medical Cannabis 

Christina DiArcangelo Puller, CEO, Affinity 

Bio Partners, Affinity BioCeuticals 

Kristin Heidelbach-Teramoto, Teamsters  

State of California Cannabis Division 

William Gannon, MD, MBA, CMO, Affinity 

BioCeuticals 

C. Robert Newton, MBA, COO, Affinity Bio 

Partners and Affinity BioCeuticals 

12:00 Networking Luncheon 

 

  

About our Speakers 

    Elliot V. Hersh, DMD, MS, PhD 

 
 

Dr. Hersh runs a very active clinical research program that plays a key role in 

developing and carrying out clinical protocols at the University of Pennsylvania. 

His analgesic research team was instrumental in the granting of FDA approval 

to a number of analgesic and anesthetic agents such as ibuprofen liquid gels 

(Advil Liquid gels), OTC ketoprofen (Orudis KT), extended-release etodolac 

(Lodine XL), 4% articaine with 1:200,000 epinephrine (Septocaine 1:200,000) 

the transoral lidocaine patch (Dentipatch), and phentolamine mesylate 

(OraVerse) for the reversal of soft tissue sensory and functional deficits induced 

by commonly employed local anesthetic solutions, and most recently intranasal 

tetracaine/oxymetazoline (Kovanaze), a needle-free technology to provide local 

anesthesia of the maxillary teeth. His studies of analgesic agents have been 

published in peer review journals such as the Journal of the American Dental 

Association, Oral Surgery, Oral Medicine and Oral Pathology, Clinical 

Therapeutics, and Current Medical Research and Opinion. 

      Joseph T. Kelley, III, Esquire 

 
 

Mr. Kelley, an attorney at Offit Kurman, has 20-years of focused experience in health care, 

privacy law and regulatory compliance.  He has helped clients navigate HIPAA, since its 

inception, and other health care and privacy regulations and develop compliance 

programs.  He previously served as General Counsel and Privacy Officer of NHS Human 

Services, a national behavioral health provider with over 12,000 employees.  Lured by the 

national reputation of O|K’s Cannabis Practice, Mr. Kelley jumped to the firm in 2016, 

where he has applied his experience and skillset enthusiastically for the benefit of cannabis 

sector clients.  He writes and lectures extensively on proper corporate governance and 

compliance in the cannabis industry.  Mr. Kelley is a member of Offit Kurman’s Privacy and 

Data Protection Practice (founder and Chair), Health Care Practice (co-founder) and 

Cannabis Practice.  Mr. Kelley is a member of the International Association of Privacy 

Professionals and American Health Lawyers Association, where he serves on the leadership 

of the Behavioral Health Task Force.  He is charged with developing legal responses to 

combat the opioid crisis.  He has also been certified by the Health Care Compliance 

Association. 

  

 



Agenda  
 

Overcome Hurdles to Produce 

Consistent and Impactful Medical 

Cannabis-Based Therapies 

 

1:00 Information is Power -Technology                        

Discussion – Medical Cannabis Patient Portal  

Wayne Kelly, Founder, HCXP 

Dan Walls, CTO, HCXP 

1:45  Break 

2:00  Media Outlook and Representation of 

Medical Cannabis – Education and Coming out 

of the Green Closest with Confidence 

Carolyn Scott, Publisher, Sensi   

Tito Irizarry, Distribution Representative, Sensi 

Emily Burns, Esq. 

Claudia Post, Executive Director, Pennsylvania 

Cannabis Association 

 

 

  

About our Speakers 
William Gannon, MD, MBA 

 
 

Dr. Gannon, Chief Medical Officer, Affinity BioCeuticals and has served as Chief Scientific 

Officer and Medical Director for Capital City Technical Consulting in Washington, DC. In 

addition to receiving his medical training and clinical work at Ross University, Case 

Western Reserve and George Washington University, Dr. Gannon obtained an M.B.A. in 

1988 and has since built a wealth of experience in the management of clinical trials 

including designing the trials and building operational teams to ensure their successful 

completion. Dr. Gannon has held positions in multinational CRO’s, medical device, biotech 

and pharmaceutical firms. In his most recent position prior to CCTC, Inc., Dr. Gannon 

served as Vice President – Clinical & Medical Affairs in biotechnology arena. Dr. Gannon’s 

expertise has a focus in oncology, but possesses a board range of experience across 

therapeutic, device and biologic categories. Dr. Gannon has managed clinical trials and 

operations as well as the design, corporate and regulatory strategies, regulatory 

submissions and execution of Phase I through Phase IV clinical trials in the U.S., Europe 

and Asia. 

      Gary Mantell 

 
 

Gary  Mantell, Senior Director, Affinity Bio Partners has been involved in the Biotechnology, 
Pharmaceutical and Medical Device industries for the past 30 years.  He has gained 
invaluable knowledge and insight having held positions in both Clinical Research, Sales & 
Marketing.  His career began as a Clinical Research Associate working for Ayerst 
Laboratories in the Cardiovascular Group.  After several years he moved over into sales & 
marketing and held positions with Boots Pharmaceuticals, Smith & Nephew United, 
Cambrex Hydrogels and Advanced Tissue Sciences. In 1996, Gary decided to return to 
Clinical Research as an Independent Consultant to the Biotech/Pharmaceutical and Medical 
Device industries.  Since that time Gary has provided his services in the capacity as Project 
Manager and Lead/Sr. Clinical Research Monitor to study sponsors as well as many of the 
top Clinical Research Organizations.  He has worked on numerous projects covering various 
therapeutic areas, many of which allowing him to be on-site at some of the most prestigious 
medical centers in the country.  
  
 

  

 
 



Agenda  
 

Overcome Hurdles to Produce 

Consistent and Impactful Medical 

Cannabis-Based Therapies 

2:45 The Patient’s Directed Research 

Medical Cannabis Treatments for 

Therapeutic Advancements 

Christina DiArcangelo Puller, CEO, Affinity Patient 

Advocacy, Affinity Bio Partners, Affinity 

BioCeuticals 

Ashley DiGirolomo, Board Member, Affinity 

Patient Advocacy 

Councilman Derek S. Green, Esq 

Gary Mantell, Senior Director, Clinical Operations, 

Affinity Bio Partners  

3:15 Medical Cannabis Around the World: 

Themes covered include regulatory 

frameworks and international treaties, 

partnerships, investment, product strategy, 

supply chain and distribution operations, and 

import/export. 

Jennifer Hanser, Vice President, Global 

Business Affairs, Tilray, a subsidiary of 

Privateer Holdings 

 

 

  

About our Speakers 
Jennifer Hanser 

 
 

Jennifer  Hanser, Vice President Global Business Affairs, brings a strong background of 

strategy and deal-making to Tilray, where she is responsible for developing the business 

globally through supply chain and distribution deals, as well as supporting strategic 

product, marketing, sales, and operations initiatives.  After starting her career on Wall 

Street, Jennifer amassed over a decade of experience in licensing and product 

development from roles at AOL, MLB Advanced Media, FIFA, and other leading 

organizations. At Tilray, she continues her record of transforming industries by working 

with category-defining brands to leverage their assets and craft accretive partnerships. 

      Derek S. Green, Esq. 

 
 

In 2015, Councilman Derek S. Green, Esquire won the Democratic primary for City Council 
At-Large in Philadelphia by receiving over 68,000 votes which was the highest number of 
votes cast in the election, and, later that year, he was elected as a member of the City 
Council of Philadelphia. As a member of City Council, Councilman Green chairs the 
Committee on Disabilities and serves as the Vice Chair of the Committees on Aging and Law 
and Government. Additionally, he serves as the Chairman of the Philadelphia Gas 
Commission, Board Director for the Democratic Municipal Officials, and as a Regional 
Director for the National Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials. Before his election, 
Councilman Green was the Special Counsel to Councilwoman Marian B. Tasco. He also 
served as counsel to the Philadelphia Gas Commission Chair and the Committees on 
Finance and Public Health and Human Services. Prior to joining the Councilwoman’s office, 
Councilman Green served as a Deputy City Solicitor in the Housing and Community 
Development Division of the Corporate Group of the City’s Law Department.  Additionally, 
Councilman Green’s legal experience includes positions as an Assistant District Attorney in 
Philadelphia and Assistant Deputy Attorney General for the State of Delaware (Securities 
and Criminal Divisions). Councilman Green is admitted to practice law in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and State of New Jersey. Before becoming an attorney, 
Councilman Green was a consumer and small business lender for Meridian Bank. He is also 
a graduate of the University of Virginia and Temple University School of Law.  

  

 
 



4:00 PA Research Regulatory Framework 

David E. Landau, Esq, Duane Morris, LLP 

4:45  Chairwomen’s Closing Remarks 

Christina DiArcangelo Puller, CEO, Affinity Bio Partners and Affinity BioCeuticals 

5:00-6:00 Networking Event  
 
About our Speakers 
 
Wayne Kelly 

 
 

Wayne Kelly is the Founder of HCXP and is an innovator and thought leader in Healthcare 

Information Delivery. For more than seventeen years, he has been intimately involved 

with the expanding importance of Healthcare Data Collection and Reporting. Based on his 

vast experience, he has made a personal commitment to improving Healthcare standards 

by impacting the efficiency and quality of Patient Satisfaction and Healthcare Experience 

Data Reporting. He began his career as a Product Specialist for Healthcare Data, Inc., 

(HCD) in 1999.When HCD was purchased by Thomson Reuters, he was one of two 

specialists retained from the original HCD management team. During his ten years with 

Thompson Reuters, he managed all the LTACH Joint Commission clients and demonstrated 

a 100% TJC submission success for performance and patient satisfaction data for all post-

acute care accounts. 



      C. Robert Newton, MBA 

 
 

C. Robert Newton, Chief Executive Officer, Affinity Bio Partners. Affinity BioCeuticals and 
Vice President, Affinity Patient Advocacy. With 23 years of experience in the Healthcare 
world, C. Robert Newton MBA (Bob) has come to understand that the difference between 
success and failure comes down to the details making all of the difference. Bob has held 
positions from Executive Sponsor to Strategic Analyst in which has achieved new levels of 
organizational success for the organizations he has been associated with.  An MBA graduate 
of Eastern University, Bachelor’s degree graduate in Organizational Development and 
Communications from Duquesne University and maintaining over 23 years of invaluable 
professional experience, Bob is equipped with the expertise necessary to facilitate your 
organization reaching new pinnacles of success. 
  
 

Dr. Richard C. Kaufman, B.S., M.S., Ph.D. 

 
 

Dr. Kaufman is the Co_Founder, CSO at NanoSphere Health. Dr. Kaufman is the previous 

co-director of the Center for Biogerontology Life Extension Medical Clinic, he is also 

Director of the First Fitness Scientific and Medical Advisory Board, Dr. Richard Kaufman is 

a distinguished scientist, highly-respected researcher and product developer. He has 

particular expertise in weight management, anti-aging, nutraceuticals, fitness, wellness 

and delivery system nanobiotechnology. His patents on BioMagnetic Resonating 

Technology and in other healthcare related areas have distinguished him as a leader in the 

medical discovery world. He is the inventor of the proprietary Evolve formulas. His Ph.D. 

in BioNutritional Chemistry from the University of Brussels has led him to a track record 

of excellence in superior product formulation, the authorship of best-selling books in the 

field, including The Age Reduction System (1986) on anti-aging-and helping people lead 

happier, healthier lives. 

     

David E. Landau, Esq. 

 
 

David E. Landau, Esq., Duane Morris, represents diverse clients, ranging from technology 

companies to healthcare providers, as well as cannabis industry startups. He provides 

comprehensive counseling on a range of issues focusing on intellectual property, 

employment, early stage business issues as well as regulatory and governmental affairs. A 

seasoned trial lawyer, David has handled non-competition, trade secret, trademark and 

complex business cases, many of which have been tried to verdict. 

 



Tito Irizarry 

 

 

Tito Irizarry is currently a Distribution Representative for the upscale Cannabis culture 
publication Sensi Magazine. Sensi Magazine's mission is to inform and reintroduce the 
Cannabis culture into the mainstream. Sensi Magazine celebrates the diversity of the 
cannabis culture by featuring stories that educate and entertain. Many stories highlight 
human interest, medical topics and culture while relating to its readers. Tito Irizarry, 
attended Temple University and graduated in 1999 with his Bachelor of Arts in 
Broadcasting, Television, and Mass Media. Tito minored in Africa-American studies and was 
mentored by the award winning, internationally recognized authority of African-American 
studies and Afrocentric Studies, Professor Dr. Molefe Kente Asante. While at Temple, Tito's 
concentration of study was in misrepresentation of minorities in advertisements and mass 
media. His specific study was the historic representations of minorities in advertisements, 
television, films, and news. After graduating in 1999, Tito began his profession career in 
Television News Media as a production assistant and later became the overnight news 
room assignment editor with the Philadelphia CBS news affiliate KYW 3 Eyewitness News. 
 
 
 

Kristin Heidelbach-Teramoto 

 

 

A graduate of Cal State University Sacramento, Kristin Heidelbach-Teramoto was born and 
raised in the heart of California’s agricultural communities. She is a 14-year veteran of the 
Teamsters and currently heads the Teamsters’ State of California Cannabis Division. Kristin 
is also an International Rep of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters and works closely 
with cannabis industry professionals, across the country, to meet compliance and ordinance 
requirements mandated by local, county, and state regulations. Her role in the industry has 
been praised by political, labor, and industry leaders as she educates and empowers 
individuals that support fair wages and benefits in the industry. Kristin regularly works with 
employers and entrepreneurs to connect their businesses with local government. She also 
works with employees to advise them on their roles and responsibilities as these businesses 
transition into the developing regulatory environment.   
 
 

 

  



 

Pricing 
 
Affinity Bio Partners and Affinity BioCeuticals’ Medical Cannabis Clinical Trial 

Symposium Tickets can be purchased at: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/affinity-bio-partners-and-affinity-bioceuticals-first-east-coast-medical-cannabis-

clinical-trial-tickets-38342380091?aff=eac2 

 

$425.00  

If you have questions, please call 610-933-6578 or email info@affinitybiopartners.com.  

 

Venue 
Sofitel Philadelphia 
120 South 17th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
www.sofitel-philadelphia.com 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/affinity-bio-partners-and-affinity-bioceuticals-first-east-coast-medical-cannabis-clinical-trial-tickets-38342380091?aff=eac2
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/affinity-bio-partners-and-affinity-bioceuticals-first-east-coast-medical-cannabis-clinical-trial-tickets-38342380091?aff=eac2
mailto:info@affinitybiopartners.com
http://www.sofitel-philadelphia.com/


Thank you to Our Sponsors 
 

   
 
 
If you wish to become a Sponsor, please email us at info@affinitybiopartners.com and we 
can provide you with the details.  

mailto:info@affinitybiopartners.com

