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PRACTICE FOCUS
Mark E. Gottlieb is a Principal in the ﬁrm’s Philadelphia oﬃce. Mr. Gottlieb’s diverse, nationally recognized
practice encompasses a broad range of legal areas, including defense in personal injury and property
cases, insurance recovery, construction defect litigation, government transparency matters, and internal
investigations.
PERSONAL INJURY AND PROPERTY DAMAGE LITIGATION
Mr. Gottlieb represents clients in personal injury and property damage disputes, as well as in commercial
disputes. He has successfully defended organizations against multimillion-dollar lawsuits related to motor
vehicle accidents, property defects, and other claims. His noteworthy clients include a public transit
authority and a publicly-traded telecommunications company.
INSURANCE RECOVERY
As a member of Oﬃt Kurman’s Insurance Recovery Practice Group, Mr. Gottlieb handles insurance
coverage disputes on behalf of policyholders. He has litigated such cases nationwide for a variety of
clients involved in disputes of various sizes and coverage types.
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CONSTRUCTION DEFECT LITIGATION
Mr. Gottlieb regularly represents clients in disputes over defects in construction. He has litigated on behalf
of builders, developers, building owners, tenants, and other parties in multimillion claims involving
matters such as water intrusion and natural gas leaks. Mr. Gottlieb’s experience in a case concerning a
gas leak at a food processing plant earned him national media attention and recognition as a thought
leader in issues of adsorption and odorant fade.
GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY
Mr. Gottlieb has represented state agencies and other clients in signiﬁcant litigation over federal, state,
and local government transparency statutes such as Right to Know laws, the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA), the Pennsylvania Sunshine Act, and other public record statutes. He has successfully litigated
before the Supreme Court, the Pennsylvania Oﬃce of Open Records, state and federal appellate courts,
and common law courts.
INTERNAL INVESTIGATIONS
Drawing on his years of experience as a prosecutor and criminal litigator, Mr. Gottlieb performs internal
investigations on behalf of his clients. He has investigated allegations such as involuntary manslaughter
and misconduct lodged against nursing facilities, academic institutions, public transit authorities, and
other organizations.
PREVIOUS WORK
Mr. Gottlieb’s career spans multiple decades and categories of legal work. From 1977 until 1991, he was a
member of the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Oﬃce, where he led the Rape and Prosecution Unit (now
referred to as the Special Victims Unit), later serving as Chief of Homicide and Deputy of Investigations. In
that capacity, he investigated narcotics and economic crimes, many involving organized crime; tried
dozens of signiﬁcant jury trials (including criminal and civil cases); and supervised a team of
approximately 100 lawyers, detectives, and law enforcement personnel. While at the Philadelphia DAO,
Mr. Gottlieb served as lead counsel to the Grand Jury in the 1980s MOVE bombing incident.
Following his career at the Philadelphia DAO, Mr. Gottlieb founded a private practice where he handled
defense work and criminal litigation, often representing law enforcement oﬃces facing internal
investigations and criminal charges. He eventually transitioned from criminal to civil matters. Prior to
joining Oﬃt Kurman, he was Co-Managing Shareholder of a large law ﬁrm’s Philadelphia oﬃce.
Mr. Gottlieb has tried cases in Pennsylvania and jurisdictions across the country, including state courts in
California, Missouri, and Michigan. In addition to his current work and background as a prosecutor, Mr.
Gottlieb has represented plaintiﬀs and defendants in civil rights cases. Many of his cases have been highproﬁle, garnering television, radio, and newspaper coverage. Mr. Gottlieb has interacted with the press on
numerous occasions, and has served as a commentator for CNN as well as local radio.
PUBLICATIONS & SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
Mr. Gottlieb is a frequent writer and presenter on legal issues such as insurance coverage and
construction defects. His publications and speeches include the following:

"Developing a Game Plan to Mitigate Loss From Data Breach," The Legal Intelligencer (January 18,
2012)
“Cyber Risk & Data Theft: Liability and Insurance Coverage Issues Aﬀecting Independent Schools”
National Association of Independent Schools 2011 Leadership Through Partnership Conference,
Chicago, IL (October 1, 2011)
"A Pragmatic Approach for Addressing the Issue of Odorant Fade," Oﬃt Kurman Insurance Recovery
Advisor (Spring 2011)
"A Pragmatic Approach for Addressing the Issue of Odorant Fade," Natural Gas Odorization
International Conference & Exhibition, Houston, TX (May 25, 2010)
“An Update on Ethical Issues” CLE Seminar, The Rittenhouse Hotel Philadelphia, PA (December 7,
2006)
“Ethics of Claims Submissions and Claims Handling” 9th Annual Policyholder Advisor Conference,
Philadelphia, PA (September 15, 2006)
EDUCATION
J.D. (cum laude), Temple University, 1977
B.A. Temple University, 1974
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